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November 2, 2016

Via Electronic Mail

The Honorable Tom Wheeler
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: Maritime Communications/Land Mobile (MCLM);
WT Docket No. 13-85, EB Docket No. 11-71

Dear Chairman Wheeler:

On behalf of Dixie Electric Membership Corporation (“DEMCO”), I urge the
Commission to move quickly and decisively in this proceeding that has gone on for far too many
years. The frequencies at issue are necessary for DEMCO’s continuing operations relating to
essential services and public safety in the Baton Rouge, Louisiana area. For planning purposes
relating to the well-being of the citizens of Louisiana, DEMCO needs to have these frequencies
permanently assigned and calls for prompt action by the Commission.

DEMCO is a rural electric cooperative providing electric service to more than 100,000
locations throughout seven rural parishes in Louisiana. As evidenced by the massive flooding
caused by the storm of this past August, the State of Louisiana, including the region served by
DEMCO, is particularly vulnerable to severe weather events threatening life and property due to
its location off the Gulf of Mexico. The August storm resulted in the DEMCO region being
declared a federal disaster area by FEMA, with much property destruction and human suffering.
In a number of other emergency operations over the years, including Hurricane Katrina, the
DEMCO region has served as a staging area providing assistance to federal and state agencies.

In all of these situations, effective communications is at the heart of response and
recovery efforts. When power outages occur as a result of severe weather conditions or other
disasters, leaving hundreds of thousands of people without power, restoring power to every
home, hospital, care center, government office and place of business is a public safety
emergency. Maintaining reliable and secure communications during such emergency response
conditions is of ultimate importance to DEMCO and to the citizens we serve.

In order to be prepared for these critical public safety operations, DEMCO entered into
an arms-length agreement with Maritime Communications/Land Mobile, LLC (MCLM) in 2010
— six years ago - to acquire certain frequencies in our service area. The agreement with MCLM
called for the partitioning of Maritime’s geographic license Call Sign WQGF316 to cover
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DEMCO?’s service area in the Baton Rouge region. The assignment application from MCLM to
DEMCO was filed along with notification of a spectrum lease that permits operation on these
channels while the application is being processed.' Nevertheless, DEMCO needs certainty in its
communications operations for important long-range public safety planning purposes.

Although DEMCO is a completely innocent party, the assignment of these frequencies
has been tied up in an FCC hearing (and a bankruptcy proceeding in Mississippi) involving
MCLM for many years.” It is my understanding that the Commission is finally prepared to take
action in this matter. With this in mind, I implore the Commission to authorize on a permanent
basis DEMCO?’s use of these frequencies.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

hn D. Vranic
“”CEO and General Manager

cc: Commissioner Clyburn
Commissioner Pai
Commissioner Rosenworcel
Commissioner O’Rielly
Ruth Milkman
Edward Smith
Jon Wilkins
Certificate of Service List (Attached)

' See File Nos. 0004507921 and 0004526878.

? Maritime Communications/Land Mobile, LLC, Order to Show Cause, Hearing Designation Order, and Notice of
Opportunity for Hearing, FCC 11-64, Apr. 19, 2011; MCLM enters into bankruptcy proceedings in Mississippi
(See, August 1, 2011, Bankruptcy filing In Re Maritime Communications/Land Mobile, LLC, Voluntary Petition for
Chapter 11 Bankruptcy, No. 11-13463 (N.D. Miss. filed Aug. 1, 2011); a Debtor in Possession assumed MCLM’s
obligations (See, In Re Maritime Communications/Land Mobile, LLC, Debtor-in-Possession Application to Assign
Licenses to Choctaw Holdings, LLC, Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC 14-133, (rel. Sept. 11, 2014; and the
Bankruptcy Court approved an offer by Choctaw Holdings, LLC (“Choctaw”) to take-over MCLM’s assets subject
to final Commission approval regarding the FCC licenses at issue in the hearing (Maritime Communications/Land
Mobile, LLC, Case No. 11-13463-DWH (N.D. Miss Bank. Ct., Nov. 15, 2012).



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Beverly Harding, hereby certify that on this 2" day of November, 2016, a copy of the
foregoing Letter was filed with the Commission, served on the parties listed below via First Class U.S.
Mail and a courtesy copy was provided via electronic mail.

The Honorable Richard L. Sippel

Chief Administrative Law Judge

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Richard Sippel Richard.Sippel@fcc.gov

Patricia Ducksworth Patricia.Ducksworth@fcc.gov

Austin Randazzo Austin.Randazzo@fcc.gov

Pamela A. Kane

Michael Engel

Enforcement Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Room 4-C330
Washington, DC 20554
Pamela.Kane@fcc.gov

Sandra DePriest

Maritime Communications/Land Mobile LLC
218 North Lee Street

Suite 318

Alexandria, VA 22314

Dennis C. Brown

8124 Cooke Court

Suite 201

Manassas, VA 20109

d.c.brown@att.net

Counsel for Maritime Communications/
Land Mobile LLC

Robert G. Kirk

Wilkinson Barker Knauer, LLP

2300 N Street, NW Suite 700

Washington, DC 20037

RKirk@wbklaw.com

Counsel for Choctaw Telecommunications,
LLC and Choctaw Holdings, LLC

Washington, D.C. Brussels

Jeffrey L. Sheldon

Levine, Blaszak, Block & Boothby, LLP
2001 L Street, NW, Suite 900
Washington, DC 20036
sheldon@Ib3law.com

Counsel for Puget Sound Energy, Inc

Charles A. Zdebski

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
171.7 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
czdebski@eckertseamans.com

Counsel for Duquesne Light Co.

Paul J. Feldman

Harry F. Cole

Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, P.L.C.

1300 N. 17th Street —11th Floor

Arlington, VA 22209
feldman@fhhlaw.com

cole@fhhlaw.com

Counsel for Southern California Regional
Rail Authority

Robert J. Keller

Law Offices of Robert J. Keller, P.C.

P.O. Box 33428

Washington, D.C. 20033

rik@telecomlaw.com

Counsel for Maritime Communications/Land
Mobile LLC

Warren Havens

Jimmy Stobaugh

GM Skytel Entities

2509 Stuart Street

Berkeley, CA 94705
Warren.havens@sbcglobal.net
jstobaugh@telesaurus.com

San Francisco Shanghai




Matthew J. Plache, Esq.

Law Office of Matthew J. Plache
5425 Wisconsin Ave.

Suite 600, PMB 643

Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Matthew.plache@plachelaw.com

Counsel for Pinnacle Wireless Corp.

This document was delivered electronically.

Brian Weimer

Sheppard Mullin

2099 Pennsylvania Ave., NW

Suite 100

Washington, DC 20006
bweimer@sheppardmullin.com
Counsel for Environmentel LLC and
Verde Systems LLC

/s/

Beverly Harding



